
Engl 512: Seminar 
in Victorian 
literature

pedagogy & method



the problem:

 how to effectively 
engage a very 

heterogeneous 
student cohort



2 “Paths”

“Path 1”: readings for discussion, in-class 
exercises, and exams

“Path 2”: readings and assignments for 
small groups of 3-4 students



Daily Warm-Ups

reading quizzes (5 questions or essay)

written reflections (conceptual, 
experiential)

discussion of pre-class 5-10 minute film 
clip, musical piece, or slideshow



Mini-Lectures

length: 20-30 minutes, occasionally longer

content: history, biography, concepts, 
passage analysis, interactive questions

media: text, Art, photos, music, and the 
occasional diagram



Class Discussion
goal: to encourage close reading, and 
analysis, and questioning

methods

single student presentation & facilitation 
of class discussion (M.A. course)

roundtable discussion of study questions

discussion of student-generated questions

choreographed debates between separate 
halves of the class, or small groups

small group discussion, followed by report 
to class & fielding of class questions



Small Group Exercises

Mad Libs: created from assigned poems or key 
passages ripped from fiction

organization & argumentation: students 
peruse textual evidence (passages) I provide 
on handout, and generate debatable argument

analysis of adaptation: students consider a 
cinematic or comic book rendering of key 
scenes from an assigned text; students 
examine voice, tone, character, theme, etc.



Small Group
Kinetic Activities

tableaux vivants

drawing on board

reader’s theater

staged & blocked acting of scene



Path 1: assessment

intermittent participation grades

multiple midterm exams

attendance policy



Path 2: Assessment
2-3 short (400-500 word) essays responding 
to one of the specific prompts offered each 
week for the individual readings assigned to 
each path 2 group of 3-4 students

2-3 thirty-minute discussion sessions (in Dr. 
M’s office) of each path 2 group’s assigned 
readings for a given week

term paper, preceded by small group 
discussion (w/ Dr.M) of argument outlines 
and sample pages of nascent term papers


