ENGL 380, Love and Death: The Tristan Tradition Information Sheet

Term: Spring, 2008






Dr. Debora B. Schwartz 

Class meetings: TR 2-4, Rm. 2-13




http://www.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/

Office: 47-35G, tel. 756-2636 





Main English Office:  756-2597

Office Hrs: M 12-1:30, W 11-12:30, T/R 12:30-1:30, and by appt.
e-mail: dschwart@calpoly.edu

Class Website: 

http://cla.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/engl380b/380bhome.html

Calendar of Assignments:
http://cla.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/engl380b/380bsylls08.html

Detailed information about this class is provided on the Class Website and on the Calendar of Assignments, to which are linked online readings, study guides, and assignment guidelines.  Bookmark these sites in your web browser; you will need to visit them regularly.  Assignments listed on the course calendar are subject to change.  You should check the online Calendar (not a print-out) prior to each class to ensure that you are completing the correct assignment and to print out online readings.  If an assignment is changed, I will alert you to that fact over the class email alias.

COMMUNICATING: YOU ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE AN E-MAIL ACCOUNT AND TO CHECK IT REGULARLY.  Important announcements will be sent over the class email alias:  <engl-380-01-2084@calpoly.edu>.  Aliases are automatically generated. If your Cal Poly email account is NOT your preferred address, you MUST log into <http://my.calpoly.edu/> and click on "Grades and Personal Information" (the "Personal Information Channel") to change your Email Delivery Address.  You are responsible for  information sent over the class email alias (including changes in assignments).  Use the email alias to send a query or comment to the whole class (including your instructor).  Please do not use the email alias for matters unrelated to class.
Required Textbooks are available for purchase at El Corral and at Aida’s.  Do NOT substitute another edition or translation for these texts.  Other required readings are online (.html files linked to the class website) or in .PDF file on electronic reserve in the Library Resources section of Blackboard.  To access Blackboard, log in at MyCalpoly, go to "Blackboard Access" and select "ENGL 380-01" from the classes you are taking. Click on the link in the Electronic Reserves section (under "Library Resources") to download, read and/or print the file using Acrobat.  Always PRINT OUT electronically accessed readings, place them in your course binder, and bring them with you to class.  

Required Videos listed on the class website are on two-hour Reserve at the Circulation Desk in the library (under either ENGL 459 or ENGL 380).  Videos on reserve are for library use only.  Because several of the videos are not available for commercial rental, Group Screenings will be scheduled in Library 202 (dates and times TBA), or you can see them on your own in the library.  Films must be viewed before the class meeting for which they are assigned. 

Regular class attendance is required.   EACH ABSENCE WILL AFFECT YOUR PARTICIPATION GRADE.  For details of the attendance policy, see the course website.  

GWR: ENGL 380 is a GE Area C4 class (old GE area C3) and may be taken by students seeking GWR certification. To achieve GWR certification, you must 1) have junior or senior standing; 2) pass the class with a grade of "C" or better (a C- is not adequate); and 3) WRITE A GWR-CERTIFIABLE ESSAY on the essay portion of the midterm or  final.  Your essay must conform to the standards for formal analytic writing about literature, with the content, organization, grammar and style appropriate to this kind of writing.  Please be aware that there is no formal writing instruction in this class, and that it is possible to successfully complete the course without receiving GWR certification.

Preparation: this is a 4-unit, upper-division class.  Expect to spend the standard preparation time of two hours for each Carnegie unit (approximately four hours of preparation time for each 2-hour class meeting). Readings and film screenings must be completed before the class for which they are assigned.  Films will not be screened in class.

Graded Work: unannounced reading quizzes; 2 short papers (3-4 pp. ea., due 4/24 and 6/5); a two-hour, closed-book midterm (in-class on Thursday, 5/1) and a three-hour, closed-book final (Tuesday 6/10, 4:10 - 7:00 PM).  You MUST take final with the rest of class! 

As required of all writing-intensive courses, 50% of the final grade is based on written work.  Breakdown:


 25%: In-class work (attendance and quizzes, weighted equally).

 25%: Writing Assignments (2 papers, weighted equally). 

              25%: Exam Essays (cumulative total for midterm and final exams).

               25%: Objective Portion of Exams (cumulative total for midterm and final exams).

