
Submission Requirements 

Thank you for your interest in submitting a paper to The Forum, Cal Poly’s Journal of 
History. In order to standardize formatting and ensure an objective and equal opportunity 
to all applicants, our Editorial Board has established the following requirements for papers 
and book reviews. Please read these requirements carefully as they will be strictly enforced. 
Failure to comply will result in immediate exclusion from publication consideration. 

Requirements for Book Reviews: 
1.	 The work being reviewed must be historical in nature 
2.	 Book reviews must be between 500-800 words 
3.	 Book reviews should use parenthetical citations. For example: “……” (p. 64). 

Please do not use footnotes or endnotes in the review. If you are referencing 
multiple authors or works, please distinguish in your citations. 

4.	 Reviews must be typed in Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced, with 
1” margins and written in English. Please number your pages. 

5.	 A cover page including the complete bibliographic information of the book being 
reviewed, the student’s name, the class for which the paper was completed (if 
applicable), the name of the student’s university, and the student’s email 
address, must precede all book reviews. The cover page should also designate 
that the submission is a book review. 

6.	 The submitter’s name and personal information must be listed ONLY on the cover 
page. Personal identifying information should not appear in the work in any form. 
This requirement will be strictly enforced to ensure objectivity in evaluations. 

Requirements for All Other Papers: 
1.	 All papers must be historical in nature. 
2.	 All papers must be between 1,500 and 5,000 words. 
3.	 All papers must use citations following the Chicago Manual of Style (Turabian). 
4.	 Papers must be typed in Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced, with 1” 

margins and written in English. Please number your pages. 
5.	 A cover page including the title of the paper, the student’s name, the class for 

which the paper was completed (if applicable), the name of the student’s 
university, and the student’s email address, must precede all papers. 

6.	 Papers must include a 100-300 word abstract following the cover page but 
preceding the actual paper. This abstract must briefly explain the purpose of the 
work and provide a basic context that allows the readers to better understand the 
material at hand. 

7.	 The submitter’s name and personal information must be listed ONLY on the cover 
page. Personal identifying information should not appear in the work in any form. 
This requirement will be strictly enforced to ensure objectivity in evaluations. 


